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ow do you measure success?
Well, if you follow the world’s
standards, you say that a person is
successful if he “enjoys the good
life,” that is, he is financially and
emotionally secure, enjoys prestige,
favor, status, and power, and has
time to enjoy the fruits of his labor.
You may even be a bit jealous of
such a person, wishing that you
had what he had. Or you may wish
that your church was successful
like the one down the road
because they have more people, a
bigger building, or more programs
than your church does.
How we view success has a lot to
do with focus. We can work hard
to build a good life for ourselves
and for our family only, or we can
work hard because our Master has
commissioned us to accomplish
His purposes with gifts and
resources that He provides to us.
In His Parable of the Talents, Jesus
tells the story of three men to

suc·cess
/səәkˈses/ noun
the accomplishment of an aim or purpose.
w h o m w e re e n t r u s t e d t h re e
different levels of gifts. As you
know, the first two were successful
in doubling the return on their
Master’s investment, while the third
did nothing to increase what his
Master had entrusted to him. The
first two servants were concerned
with pleasing their Master and
worked diligently to accomplish
that. The third was more
concerned with “what’s in it for
me?” and refused to honor his
Master by working hard with what
had been given him.

the first servant had. Instead, he
received the same reward from the
Master as the first.

We can also learn a very important
lesson from this parable. Each man
was given according to his ability.
The second servant, who had been
given two talents, was not
condemned by his Master because
he had not earned five talents like

In this issue, we share with you
some of the ways that we feel HLI
has succeeded in its mission from
God, through His great grace and
tremendous blessing, and your
partnership with us! May He
receive all of the glory!
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Each of the faithful servants had
success in their Master’s eyes.
And they most likely took pleasure
in the fact that they did well for
their Master because they
accomplished His goals and
objectives. In the same way, we at
HLI feel great satisfaction when we
see our apprentices develop into
servants of our Lord, and ministers
of the gospel, because that is what
we feel God has called us to do.
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VIVO 2015 EXCITES AND MOTIVATES!
Over eighty-five people were challenged and encouraged by the Plenary
speakers, Dr. Richard Pratt and Rev. Victor Martinez, and the Seminar speakers,
Dr. Tom Gibbs and Rev. Josh Geiger at the first HLI Vivo Conference, October
9-10, 2015. We wish to express our deepest appreciation to Redeemer
Presbyterian Church, and the many Redeemer volunteers, for allowing us to host
this conference at their beautiful downtown San Antonio facility!
We are thankful for all who attended, and for those who donated scholarships so
that others could attend. Participation at Vivo 2015 has already spurred a number
of PCA churches here in the southwest to increase their efforts in reaching
Hispanics around their churches with the Gospel!
You can view pictures of the conference, and videos of the Plenary and Seminar
messages on the HLI website, www.hlipca.com/vivo2015.html.
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Curtis Castleberry
preaching at Las
Tierras in El Paso.

APPRENTICE

UPDATE

CURTIS CASTLEBERRY
Curtis Castleberry graduated from Redeemer Seminary in Austin, TX, this past May. In June, he and his family moved to El Paso to
complete one final year of HLI apprenticeship alongside Pastor Manuel Padilla and Las Tierras Community Church. The plan was to have
Curtis come under care of the Presbytery of the Southwest, and then process through licensure and ordination exams, hoping to find a call
at a PCA church sometime in the fall of 2016. However, God had other plans! This past October, Pastor Tim Stiemann of Oaklawn
Presbyterian Church in Houston contacted Gene to see if one of the HLI apprentices would be interested and available to consider a staff
position at Oaklawn.
In just one short month, through phone and video conversations, a call was issued to Curtis by Oaklawn to come on staff in early February,
2016! This is both a great answer to prayer and a tremendous opportunity for both the Castleberry’s and Oaklawn. Oaklawn is located in
the Second Ward of Houston with a majority Mexican-American population. To have a trained Hispanic pastor on staff is a real blessing to
the ministry of the church. Pastor Tim Stiemann said, “We searched for an experienced Hispanic man who could fill the assistant pastor
position in our church, but there was none to be found. It is such a blessing to us to find a man like Curtis who has been trained for just
such a position. We look forward to having him with us.” The current plan is for the Castleberry’s to move to Houston in February, 2016,
and then over the succeeding months have Curtis take licensure and ordination examinations in the Houston Metro Presbytery, eventually
allowing Curtis to become Assistant Pastor at Oaklawn.

RAUL BERMUDEZ
For ten years, Raul Bermudez served as the pastor of a Baptist
church in Tulsa, OK, and as a missionary/trainer to pastors in
Cuba. This past January, Raul expressed interest to Pastor Ricky
Jones of River Oaks Presbyterian Church that he desired to
transfer his credentials to become a pastor in the PCA. In April, he
began an HLI Apprenticeship in partnership with River Oaks and
other PCA churches in Tulsa. Since then, Raul has been preparing
for his ordination exams, culminating with his passing these exams
at the November meeting of the North Texas Presbytery. One
component of this exam was preaching a short sermon to the
presbyters. Raul told the presbytery that this was only the second
time that he had preached a sermon in English!
Raul has now been called as an Assistant Pastor of River Oaks
Presbyterian Church. Raul is now setting his sights on forming a
core group and beginning to plant a new Hispanic PCA church in
Tulsa sometime in the late spring/early summer of 2016.
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Raul Bermudez preaching
his ordination sermon at
the North Texas Presbytery
meeting in November.
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WELCOME
TO THE
BOARD!

APPRENTICE

UPDATE
continued

CESAR RESTREPO

ED GARCIA

Because of Josh Geiger’s taking a new call at
Pacific Crossroads Presbyterian Church, and a
new interim pastor being brought in at Cristo
Rey Presbyterian Church in Dallas, it was
determined that it would be better for Cesar to
complete his apprenticeship at another PCA
church in the Dallas area.

We would like to introduce to you Ed
Garza, the newest member of the HLI
Board! Ed is a trained nurse and lives in
McAllen, TX. Ed is a Deacon at Grace
Presbyterian Church in McAllen, and he
and his wife Ana have been active in
ministry to many Hispanic families in the
greater McAllen area for some time now.

We praise God that He opened the door for
Cesar to move from Cristo Rey to Town North
Presbyterian Church in Richardson, TX, to work
alongside Pastor David Rogers. So after this
small “hiccup,” Cesar is back on track in
finishing his HLI apprenticeship and preparing to
take his licensure and ordination exams with
North Texas Presbytery, hopefully beginning in
EVE CASTILLO
February, 2016. We are excited to see where
Both Eve Castillo and HLI continue in the God will eventually lead Cesar for long-term
process of raising the support needed for ministry!
her to serve her two-year apprenticeship
with HLI. We must raise $48,000 before
she can begin her apprenticeship. Will you
help us get Eve in training? Please send
your tax-deductible donation to the
address below!

will you help?
Would you consider a year-end gift to HLI so
that we can continue to identify and prepare
more Hispanic men and women for ministry?

Please send your tax-deductible gifts to:

Hispanic Leadership Initiative
5823 N. Mesa St., #829
El Paso, TX 79912

Tomorrow’s Hispanic Leaders for Christ’s Church
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Or donate online at:
www.hlipca.com/donate.html

