in this issue:

2016 HLI Retreat launches HLI LTN
December, 2016

barnabas

journal
newsletter of Hispanic Leadership Initiative

True Peace
by Gene Bowman, Executive Director

Wow! What a year 2016 has been!
Maybe it’s because we have more and
more things that we are trying to
accomplish as a ministry, or maybe it’s
just because I’m getting older, but it
seemed like this year has been one of
our busiest and most tumultuous ever.
I don’t believe that I am alone in this
feeling, either. It seems like life is
moving faster and faster, with more
things demanding our time and
attention each day. Add into the mix all
of the things happening nationally and
internationally, a vicious election,
shootings, a national debt spiraling out
of control, and retailers feeding our
greed for more stuff, it might make

even a believer in Christ doubt that
God is in control any longer.
The real truth of the matter is, God IS
in control, and always has been. We
cannot put our trust in our bank
accounts or IRA’s, simply because they
could be here today and gone
tomorrow. We cannot depend on the
government to take care of us, or ease
our pain, because it too will fail us.
Our Heavenly Father is our only true
source of provision, comfort, and
safety. He has promised that He will
never leave us nor forsake us, even
though at times it seems as if He has.
He has fulfilled this promise in the gift
of His Son, Jesus Christ!

So as we enter this season of
celebrating the immaculate birth of our
Lord Jesus, why not take time right
now and stop the craziness, turn off
the TV, put down the phone, and be
still... still... still...
Now ask God for forgiveness for our
not putting Him first in our lives.
And thank Him for His gracious care,
love, and provision that He has given
us throughout this year.
Then share His love with others so
that they will come to know true
peace through a personal and
corporate relationship with the true
Lord, Jesus!

2016 HLI Leadership Retreat

LTN

We’re ramping it up! This past
summer, HLI began two new initiatives
to meet our audacious goal of
preparing 200 Hispanic men and
women for servant leadership by the
year 2025.

HLI Leadership Training Network
The idea of forming a national
Leadership Training Network (LTN) has
begun to take shape. It was exciting to
see the enthusiasm and passion of all
who attended our retreat at T bar M
Resort in New Braunfels, October 7-9.
In addition to HLI, there were 20
churches and ministries represented.
During the retreat, we worked hard to
begin laying the foundation for this

new training network. Our next step is
to develop the structure, guidelines,
and inter-communication among the
LTN training sites. We are praying for
God’s guidance and wisdom, that the
LTN might be in full swing by summer,
2017.

Jeff and Matheson White
You may remember that the Whites
joined us here in El Paso in August.
Our mutual goal was for Jeff to build
relationships with Latino high school
and college-aged youth to help them
discern whether God is calling them to
future ministry in His Church, and
then to coach them down the
path of preparation for that
m i n i s t r y. S i n c e
August, Jeff has
been busy meeting
young Hispanics at
the University of
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Texas at El Paso (UTEP) and the El
Paso Community College, as well as a
school near his home in central El
Paso. God is answering our prayers!
What seemed to be an
impossible dream at first
is beginning to look like
a reality.
( S e e J e f f ’s
story on
page 3.)
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Curtis Castleberry Ordained
Ending a five-year journey, former HLI
apprentice, Curtis Castleberry, was
ordained and installed as the
Assistant Pastor of Oaklawn PCA in
Houston, on Sunday, December 4th.

From Eva Castillo
During and after the weeks leading
up to the naming of America’s next
President, our local Latino community
expressed a rising sense of fear and
anxiety. This has given me several
opportunities to speak God’s truth
and peace to them.
Recently, I agreed to speak to the
kids of our after-school tutoring
program during their devotional time.
They seemed to be reflecting the
fears they picked up from home as a
result of the election.
I agreed, and after reminding them of
God’s story and that of the world’s,
we had a question and answer time
followed by prayer. The message I
shared recognized their fears and

God’s truth. Where the
world may not like
people that look like us,
it is our God that loves
us and has provided for
our families way before
we were even born. So
there’s no doubt that
God will continue to take
care of us. I reassured
them that even if their
fears come back, we
have to think about them
like scraped knees. Our knees may
continue to bleed for a time (like our
fears keep coming back), but we
have to clean them up and put on
new Band-Aids until they heal, just
like we have to keep reminding
ourselves that God
will take care of us
no matter what
happens to us.
Later, I had the
opportunity to pray
with my little friend
Margarita, who
shared about her
fear that she and
her mother would
have to move back
to Guatemala now
that Trump will be
president. She
asked me if God
was also in Guatemala. I asked her a
question in return, “Does the Bible
say that God only created the U.S. or
ALL of the world?” Her toothless
smile told me she remembered. Just
yesterday she wrote me a letter
thanking me for loving
her, reading with her,
and being her friend.

From Jeff White
As a volunteer with
InterVarsity and with
Youth For Christ, I have
access to many young
Hispanic men and
women. One whom I
met at the beginning of
the semester is a UTEP
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sophomore named Jezrael. He went
on a short term trip to Kenya with
InterVarsity this summer and came
back with a desire to preach and
grow in multicultural awareness. He
and a girl named Lisa, who also went
to Kenya, wanted to start meeting
with me to learn about
multiculturalism. In their words,
“Because here we are all Hispanic…”
So, this semester the three of us
have been meeting every other week
to talk about the Gospel and
multiethnic ministry. He as also asked
me to preach at his Mexican
Pentecostal young adult church
group.
Today, the three of us met and
Jezrael wanted to hang around after
to talk. He asked me, “Jeff, you know
I want to be a pastor. Will you teach
me your theology that you learned
from seminary school? And can you
help me with my preaching?” So we
are going to start meeting regularly
and go through Third Mill materials. I
am also going to help him prepare a
sermon for a message he is giving in
December.

The Hispanic harvest field is huge!
Who will reap this harvest?

will you help?
We must train tomorrow’s leaders today!
We desperately need your prayers and
financial support today to send laborers into
God’s harvest field!
Please send your tax-deductible gifts to:
Or donate online at:
www.hlipca.com/donate.html
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Tomorrow’s Hispanic Leaders for Christ’s Church
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